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What To Do If You Witness a Possible 
Abduction by People Claiming to Be “Agents”

Safety first, assess quickly. Keep distance, scan for weapons, avoid 
sudden moves.
Call 911 immediately. Say: “Possible abduction or assault by 
individuals claiming to be federal agents, refusing to show ID.” Provide 
exact location, descriptions, and plates.
Record and narrate. Film from a safe distance. Say on camera that 
you asked for identification and none was provided. The First Circuit 
recognizes your right to record in public.
Demand ID loudly. “Identify yourselves, show a badge now.” Ask 
bystanders to watch and record. Community guidance recommends 
asking for a badge or business card and noting any agency claim.
Intervene physically only if necessary to stop imminent grave 
harm. Use the least force likely to create time and space, not to 
punish. Understand you may face charges if the actors are 
officers, because many jurisdictions criminalize resisting even an 
unlawful arrest.
Afterward, preserve evidence and seek counsel. Save video, write 
down details, and consult a lawyer or civil-liberties group if you 
intervened or were detained.


